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Factors of  sharpness 

•  There are lots of  factors for a quality image and you cannot 
ignore any of  them if  you want to have a great image. One of  
them is the Sharpness, and it is arguably the most important 
single image quality factor, it determines the amount of  detail 
an image can convoy. 

•  Not every photograph is meant to be sharp. There are times 
you’ll intentionally blur an image. However in most of  those 
images you still need to have at least one area of  image to be 
Razor-Sharp. 

•  Sharpness is one of  the key tools for drawing viewer’s eyes to 
picture and directing the viewer’s attention to different areas. 

•  There are lots of  Factors for the sharpness 



Factors of  sharpness 

•  Why it is not Sharp? 



Factors of  sharpness 

•  Why it is not Sharp? 
•  Focus problem  



Factors of  sharpness 

•  Why it is not Sharp? 
•  Subject move 



Factors of  sharpness 

•  Why it is not Sharp? 
•  Camera move 



Factors of  sharpness 

•  Why it is not Sharp? 
•  Shallow depth of  field 



Factors of  sharpness 

1. Equipment 

2. Technique 

3. Post processing 



Equipment 

1- Equipment 



Equipment 

  Lens 
  Use lens hood 
  Use Prime lens 
  Know your lens sweet spot if  using a zoom lens   



Equipment 

Find the sweet spot of  your lens 



Equipment 

  Adjustment 
  Range finder/Diopter 



Equipment 

  Adjustment 
  AF Micro adjustment  



Equipment 



Equipment 

  Tripod 

Choice & how  

to set it up 



Equipment 

  Head 

  Plates 

  QR 



Equipment 

  Remote/cable release  



Equipment 

  Clean equipment 
   Camera sensor 
   Lens elements 



Technique 

2- Technique: 



Technique 

   Hand held: 
   Hold camera well 
   Squeeze the shutter  
   Continuous shooting mode 

   Rule of  thumb (the Reciprocal Rule) 
   Short lens  

    IS/VR on 



Technique 

  Shoot naked 

    (No Filters) 



Technique 

  

  Aperture 
  Not widest or smallest 
  Know your Hyperfocal Distance 



Technique 

  Shutter speed 



Technique 

  ISO choice 



Technique 

  IS/VR off, when using a tripod 

 Mirror Lock-Up (MLU) 



Technique 

  AF 
  One-Shot AF/ AF-S 
  AI Servo AF/AF-C 
  AI Focus AF/AF-A 

  AF Lock 

 MF 

  Focusing aids 



Technique 

  Focus Bracketing for LS & Macro  



Factors of  sharpness 

1-Equipment 

  Check your lens 

  Adjust Diopter & AF Micro 
adjustment 

  Proper hand-holding 
techniques  

  Proper Tripod, Head & 
plates – QR 

  Remote shutter release 

  Clean Sensor & lens 
elements 

2-Techniques 

  Hand holding techniques 
and limits 

  Filters and Hood 

  F stop  

  Hyperfocal 

  Shutter speed 

  ISO & Light 

  IS off  & MLU 

  AF modes 

  Focus Bracketing  



Post Processing 

3- Post processing  

Please read “Sharpening and Focus Stacking” by Paul Sauter 
for sharpening photoshop. 

THANK YOU 

        Mohammad Hosseini 


